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Open any 

newspaper 

in any 

country on 

any day of 

the week.... 



What do we mean by the term  

ómissing personô? 

ÅSomeone who doesnôt come home or turn up? 

ÅAre they avoiding something ï runaways/thrownaways? 

ÅDo they themselves know they are ómissingô? 

ÅIn whose mind are they missing ï informantôs? 

ÅLost vs. missing? 
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Decided (64%) Drifted (19%) Unintentional 

absence (16%) 
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What is the extent of the 

problem? 
How many people are reported missing to the police? 

How many people go missing but are not reported to the police? 

 

  327,000 (NPIA, 2011)  

  39,000 (NPIA, 2011) 

  800,000 children (NISMART, 2002) 

  46,718 children / 19,068 adults (Canadian Gov. , 2011) 
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What happens to them - outcomes? 

  

 Majority -  Located or turn up safe  

 

 Minority -   Accident 

   Suicide  

   Abduction   

   Homicide 

   Unsolved 

 

 

 



 

Fundamental challenge:  

 

How can the police quickly identify the small 

number of potentially fatal cases amongst the huge number of 

overall cases? 

 

Good risk assessment / decision making is vital, both initially 

and as an enquiry progresses 

 






